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SUBJECT: UNHCR AND REFUGEES FROM INDOCHINA 
REF: (A) STATE 104022; (B) VIENNA 3807 

1. CHARGE AND COUNSELOR RMRC MET TODAY (MAY 6) WITH UN 
SECGEN WALDHEIM AT LATTER'S INVITATION TO DISCUSS PROBLEM 
OF REFUGEES EX-INDOCHINA AND MORE PARTICULARLY ROLE OF 
UNHCR CONNECTION THIS PROBLEM. ALSO PRESENT WERE 
DEPUTY HCR MACE, DIRECTOR UNHCR OPERATIONS JAEGER, 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR UNHCR OPERATIONS HOMANN-HEIRMBERG, AND 
DR. PROHASKA, PERSONAL AIDE TO WALDHEIM. 

2. WALDHEIM OPENED WITH REVIEW HIS DISCUSSION WITH 
AMBASSADOR BUCHANAN IN VIENNA MAY 4 (REFTEL B). 

HE EXPRESSED APPRECIATION SERIOUS NATURE THIS REFUGEE 
SITUATION AND HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT PROBLEM APPROPRIATELY 
FALLS WITHIN REALM OF UNHCR. WALDHEIM THEN CALLED ON 
DEPUTY HCR MACE TO REPORT ON UNHCR'S POSITION. 

3. MACE STATED THAT UNHCR REPS THAILAND HAD BEEN 
INSTRUCTED TO CONCERN THEMSELVES WITH CAMBODIAN REFUGEES 
IN THAILAND AND TO LEND ASSISTANCE AS POSSIBLE TO 
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REPORTED THAT TWO UNHCR REPS ARRIVING GUAM TODAY TO 
WORK WITH INTERNATIONAL TEAM IN DETERMINING WISHES OF 
VIETNAMESE REFUGEES AND FACILITATE THEIR RESETTLEMENT 
OR REPATRIATION. MACE INDICATED THAT OFFICE WOULD BE 
PREPARED STRENGTHEN UNHCR REPRESENTATION GUAM AS 
NECESSARY. MACE ALSO STATED THAT UNHCR WAS CONSIDER- 
ING ISSUANCE OF PRESS RELEASE ON ROLE OF UNHCR RESPECT 
VIETNAMESE REFUGEES OUTSIDE THEIR COUNTRY. MACE THEN 
STATED THAT UNHCR DID NOT FEEL THAT IT COULD DO MORE 
UNTIL DIMENSIONS AND NATURE OF PROBLEM MORE CLEARLY 
KNOWN. 

4. CHARGE THANKED SECGEN FOR TAKING TIME FROM HIS BUSY 
SCHEDULE TO DISCUSS THIS PROBLEM. ALSO EXPRESSED USG'S 
GREAT APPRECIATION OF INTEREST AND CONCERN SHOWN BY 
SECGEN. WITH REGARD UNHCR'S REPORT OF ACTION BEHALF 
INDOCHINESE REFUGEES. CHARGE STATED THAT USG REMAINS 
LESS THAN SATISFIED WITH UNHCR'S RESPONSIVENESS TO 
DATE. HE NOTED THAT DESPITE EIGHT DEMARCHES BY REPS 
USG IN GENEVA AND NEW YORK DURING PERIOD APRIL 13 TO 
PRESENT, UNHCR HAS DONE LITTLE MORE THAN DISPATCH TWO- 
MAN TEAM TO GUAM. HE STATED THAT PROBLEM WAS A MOST 
SERIOUS AND SIZEABLE ONE, PROBABLY INVOLVING 125,000- 
175,000 PERSONS INCLUDING TENS OF THOUSANDS STILL ON 
HIGH SEAS REQUIRING ASYLUM AREA. HE OBSERVED 

THAT UNHCR WAS THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION DESIGNED 
TO PROVIDE PROTECTION AND RESETTLEMENT /REPATRIATION 
ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES AND USG HAD TROUBLE UNDER- 
STANDING WHY UNHCR NOT TAKING MORE ACTIVE ROLE THIS 
INSTANCE. HE STRESSED PARTICULAR NEED FOR PUBLIC 
STATEMENT BY UNHCR CONCERNING ITS ROLE BEHALF 
REFUGEES FROM INDOCHINA AND FURTHER NEED FOR UNHCR'S 
URGENT APPROACH TO GOVERNMENTS SEEKING RESETTLEMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES. 

5. IN DISCUSSION THAT FOLLOWED, UNHCR REPS WITH 
ENCOURAGEMENT FROM WALDHEIM AGREED TO ISSUE PRESS 
RELEASE LATER TODAY AND INDICATED WILLINGNESS TO 
CONSIDER EARLY COMMUNICATION TO GOVERNMENTS 
REGARDING RESETTLEMENT OPPORTUNITIES. 
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6. COMMENT: HOPEFULLY UNHCR IS FINALLY OFF THE DIME. 
DEMARCHE IN VIENNA OBVIOUSLY MADE GREAT IMPRESSION 
ON WALDHEIM WHO SEEMS ANXIOUS TO CONVEY MESSAGE BACK 
TO SECRETARY THAT HE IS BEING RESPONSIVE AND ANXIOUS 
TO COOPERATE WITH USG.ABRAMS 
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